Introduction
More than 60% of US military suicides occur at home and involve a firearm. 1 Nearly all military firearm suicides (95%) involve a personally owned firearm. 1 Nonmilitary data indicate that the risk of suicide is 6 times higher in households with a firearm, although this risk may be reduced if the firearms are kept unloaded and/or locked. 2 Because attempts using firearms have very high fatality rates, 3 safe firearm storage practices could be an important component of comprehensive suicide prevention in the military. This study examined associations of firearm ownership and storage practices with suicidal thoughts and behaviors among military personnel.
Methods
In a cross-sectional study, we examined firearm storage practices among 1652 active-duty military personnel enrolled in the Primary Care Screening Methods (PRISM) study, conducted in 6 military primary care clinics across the United States between July 13, 2015, and August 22, 2018. Service members who were eligible for military medical services, aged 18 years or older, and able to complete informed consent procedures completed self-report measures during routine clinic visits. The study was approved by the Naval Health Research Center's institutional review board, and participants provided written informed consent. This study followed the Strengthening the Reporting of Observational Studies in Epidemiology (STROBE) reporting guideline.
Firearm ownership and storage practices were assessed using Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System items. 4 All participants were asked, "Are any firearms now kept in or around your home?" Those responding affirmatively were subsequently asked, "Are any of these firearms now loaded?" and "Are any of these firearms now unlocked?" Safe storage was defined as having firearms locked up and unloaded. Lifetime history of suicide ideation and attempts was assessed using items from the Self-injurious Thoughts and Behaviors Interview 5 : "Have you ever had thoughts of killing yourself?" and "Have you ever made an actual attempt to kill yourself in which you had at least some intent to die?" Thoughts of death or self-harm during the preceding 2 weeks were assessed using item 9 of the Patient Health Questionnaire 9. 6 To test associations among variables, SPSS statistical software version 25 (IBM) was used to calculate adjusted odds ratios with 95% confidence intervals. Statistical significance was set at P < .05 using 2-sided tests. storage are summarized in Table 1 and Table 2 . Participants with recent thoughts of death or selfharm were significantly less likely to have a firearm at home (odds ratio, 0.61; 95% CI, 0.40-0.95; P = .03). However, among those with a firearm at home, safe storage was less common among participants endorsing a lifetime history of suicide ideation (odds ratio, 0.47; 95% CI, 0.29-0.78; P = .003) or recent thoughts about death or self-harm (odds ratio, 0.26; 95% CI, 0.09-0.79; P = .02). 
Results

Discussion
In this cross-sectional study of a sample of active-duty military personnel, one-third reported a firearm in or around the home. Of this subgroup, one-third reported storing the firearm safely (ie, unloaded and locked up). Although military personnel with recent thoughts about death or self-harm were less likely to have a firearm at home, suicidal personnel who did have a firearm at home were 
